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Teaching and Learning Policy 

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must 
meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes 
teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of 
knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school 
and life. 
(Early Years Foundation Stage 2017)  
 

Aims for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
At Stockingford Early Years Centre we understand that young children develop rapidly during the 
early years – physically, emotionally, intellectually and socially.  A well planned and resourced 
curriculum will take their learning forward and encourage the development of skills attitudes and 
understanding.  It will provide opportunities for children to succeed in an atmosphere of trust and 
feeling valued. The principles and commitments  of the Early Years  Foundation Stage (2017) and 
the  Development Matters and Early Years Outcomes (2013) documents are the structure used for 
curriculum planning and to support the assessment process. 
 
Our Learning spaces 
 
We aim to provide a safe and stimulating learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, which 
encourages children to challenge and extend their thinking.  Children are born with a natural 
desire to explore and learn and we support them to do this by creating an enabling environment. 
Children are given the opportunity to self-initiate activities and to fully engage in purposeful play 
of their own choice and interests. The activities support each child to develop to their maximum 
potential, taking into account individual learning styles. The learning environment is planned and 
organised to encourage children to become independent, creative, self-motivated and in control of 
their own learning. 
 
To facilitate independence, resources are stored and organised to allow the children to make 
informed choices of materials  e.g. graphics area, creative workshop, construction area. The 
continious provision areas provide high quality, open ended resources which are all easily 
accesible for children to self-select.  We regularly review and refect on the effectiveness of the 
environment to see which areas are productive and which need modifying to meet children’s 
individual learning needs. 
 
Systems and Routines 
 
The routine of the sessions  is organised to give the children the opportunity of learning within a 
variety of different environments and groupings.   

This includes the opportunity to work alone, in pairs, both large & small group work activities as 
well as individual and small group work with an adult.  There are opportunities for children to 
make choices e.g. indoor or outdoor play and also times where all children are required to take 
part in an activity e.g. key group time and transition times. 

The daily routine gives children the time and opportunity to develop their own ideas and see them 
through to a conclusion. 
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Whilst the daily routine is flexible in order to respond to need, certain elements are maintained 
every day (with occasional exceptions).  This is to provide the security of familiarity and also to 
allow the learning opportunity regarding an early concepts of time and patterns of the day. 
 
       
The Key Person Approach   
 
All children are assigned a ‘key person’ who takes responsibility for a group of children and are the 
daily point of contact for both children and parents/carers.  This is particularly beneficial to help  
children to feel safe and secure when settling into their new environment. The key person will 
respond to a child’s individual needs, support teaching and learning, share information and 
assessment knowledge and work together in partnership with the child’s parents/carers. 
 
 
Play in the Early Years  Foundation Stage. 
 
Children are admitted to Stockingford Early Years Centre either in the term after their second 
birthday (Little Nursery) or in the term following the child’s third birthday (Big Nursery). They 
enter with a wide range of experience, skills and knowledge.  
 
Play is the natural way by which young children explore the world, test out ideas and practice 
skills and activities. The characteristics of effective learning are: 
 

 Play and Exploration. 
 Active Learning. 

 Creativity and Critical Thinking. 
 
Children are given time to become engrossed in activities and to complete activities. 
The role of the adult is crucial in : 
 

 Planning and resourcing a challenging environment. 
 Supporting & scaffolding learning through play activities. 
 Extending and supporting spontaneous play. 
 Extending and developing language and communication in play. 
 Questioning – exploring what a child knows. 

 
Through the provision of high quality play provision, with effective adult support, 
children will have the opportunity to: 
 

 Explore the world and test out ideas. 

 Build up concept and skills & knowledge. 
 Play alone, alongside or co-operatively with others. 
 Take risks and make mistakes in an atmosphere of trust. 
 Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. 
 Think creatively and imaginatively. 
 Develop, consolidate and apply new skills and ideas in different situations. 

 Express fears and anxieties. 
 Learn about making choices and decisions. 
 Be in charge of their own learning. 
 Develop personal qualities and attitudes. 
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 Develop social skills and form relationships. 
 Be energetic which is an essential part of keeping healthy. 

 
Teaching and Learning  
 
High quality, successful teaching only arises from a thorough understanding of how young 
children learn. 
 
 In the Moment Planning 
 
Adult’s at Stockingford Early Years Centre value play and recognise its significance for children to 
be active learners who display increased levels of engagement. We teach and support learning 
through ‘In the Moment Planning’. This involves allowing child initiated learning through play, that 
is based on capturing the interests of a child in the current time. Teaching staff offer stimulating 
learning environments and capture the moment of engagement for each child. Observation helps 
staff to seize the moment when a child shows a level of interest and curiosity that can be 
enhanced and this is when ‘teachable moments’ happen. Through high quality adult interactions, 
teaching of the next steps happens for that child at that precise moment.  
 
Effective learning involves : 

 Children initiating activities that promote learning and enable them to learn from each other 
 Children learning through movement and all their senses. 
 Children having time to explore ideas and interests. 

 Children feeling secure. 
 Children learning in different ways and at different rates. 
 Children making links in their learning. 
 Creative and imaginative play activities that promote the development and use of language. 

 
Effective teaching requires : 
 

The role of the adult varies depending upon the needs of the child and may be determined during 
the planning of the opportunities to be offered.  However, it may also be a perceptive response to 
what an individual child says or does.  In order to be effective the adult needs to: 

 
 Foster close relationships with children in own family groups to promote self-confidence 

and a positive attitude to learning. 
 Promote children’s learning through planned experiences and activities that are challenging 

but achievable. 
 Model a range of positive behaviour. 
 Carry out direct teaching of skills and knowledge – on an individual and small/large group 

basis. 
 Help children to learn from mistakes. 
 Give children time to develop their own ideas. 

 Use the local environment and parent’s knowledge to enrich the learning experience. 
 Work in partnership with parents. 
 Promote learning through well planned challenging experiences. 
 Use language that is rich and grammatically correct as the main way of teaching new 

vocabulary. 
 Model positive behaviour and positive attitudes towards learning. 
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 Adults to clearly articulate what is being learnt and encourage children to identify what they 
enjoy and what their strengths are. 

 The use of conversation and carefully framed questions to extend on childrens thinking. 
 Direct teaching of skills, knowledge and concepts. 
 Facilitating children teaching and supporting each other and valuing childrens ideas. 
 Motivate children to persevere and try ways to make something work.  

 Careful planning of the environment to provide a positive context for learning and teaching. 
 Use of observations and assessments of children to identify and plan for progression. 
 Evaluation of ‘In the Moment Planning’. 

 
Contexts for Learning. 
 

 Young children’s learning is of a holistic nature. 
 

 Learning takes place across all aspects of the daily routine and this learning will be through 
predominately child initiated learning. 
 

 Staff at Stockingford Early Years Centre value and respect child initiated learning which 
allows children to learn by doing, talking and experimenting and having ‘hands on’ 
involvement through first-hand experiences. 
 

 Learning is understood to not just be based upon  intellectual acquisition of knowledge.  As 
a child learns across a range of contexts they will develop physically, emotionally, socially 
and spiritually. 

 
 The curriculum is enhanced by considering children’s previous experiences and interests as 

starting points for teaching. 
 

 Planned activities for special events are developmentally appropriate by being carefully 
matched to the age and stage of the child. They are differentiated to meet individual needs 
through variation in levels of questioning, input and expectation. 

 
 The role of spoken language is a key skill for thinking and learning.  Staff at Stockingford 

Early Years Centre will use every opportunity to develop and extend the spoken language. 
 

 Opportunities will be available to engage in open-ended activities to encourage curiosity, 
creativity and critical thinking. 

 
 Practitioner intervention will support appropriate interaction through co-operation and co 

construction, rather than competition. 
 

 Activities will focuss on the importance of creativity – encouraging children to be 
imaginative and inventive, working is a process orientated manner and valuing the process 
rather than the end result of an activity. 

 
Teaching and Learning Styles. 
 

 Children learn in a wide variety of ways.  They deepen their understanding by playing, 
talking, observing, planning, questioning, experimenting, testing, repeating, reflecting and 
responding to adults and to each other. 
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 Young children need to learn through active first hand experiences. To support this many 

of our learning experiences planned for the garden give active learners wider access to the 
curriculum. 
 

Independence 
 

 Children will be facilitated to do things for themselves and encouraged to be independent 
learners. 
 

 Stockingford Early Years Centre is resourced so that children have free access to a wide 
variety of high quality resources and high quality planned learning experience. 

 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 

Children with Special Educational Needs/Disabilities will have full access to the curriculum through 
the provision of supplementary materials or support as appropriate.  Staff will work with both 
parents/carers and personnel from outside agencies to provide a suitable environment and 
learning opportunities. 
 
For more details please refer to the SEND policy and the SEND Information report.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
 

Staff will ensure that all children have relevant learning and development opportunities by: 
 

 Acknowledging that children bring different experiences, interests, skills, abilities and 
knowledge that affect their ability to learn. 

 
 An awareness and understanding of equal opportunities practices regarding race, gender 

and disability. 
 

 Planning appropriate opportunities to reflect these factors. 
 
 
Assessment Recording and Reporting   

 
 Assessment of children will take place through observations: 

 
- Target child ‘In the Moment Planning’ 
- Group ‘In the Moment Planning’ 
- Feedback from intervention groups 
- Tapestry ‘Wow’ moments 
- Parents and childs voice 

 
 

 At planning meetings information of childrens progress will be used to inform ITM planning. 
Challenging activities will be  for the most able children. Support through the environment 
and the role of the adult will be provided to enable all groups make the same rates of 
progress. 
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 Baseline assessment will be completed during the first half term and repeated termly to 

track children’s progress effectively.   
 

 Leuven scale data & POMS (Process Orientated Monitoring  System) are used to monitor 
and respond to children’s wellbeing and involvement. 
 

 Tapestry will be used to record ‘Wow’ moments and learning achievements. They will also 
show stages of development and characteristics of learning. 
 

 Staff will use information from parents, previous settings, professionals  and  their own 
observations to support assessment judgements. 
 

 Strategies will be put in place for any child who is not making appropriate progress. 
 

 Analysis of data will be used to inform planning which leads to good or outstanding 
progress for all groups of learners. Progress summaries will be shared with parents/carers 
and the next steps in learning detailed for each child. 

 
 Moderation activities both internally and with local providers will ensure the accuracy of 

judgements. 
 
Monitoring for quality 
 

 Monitoring, involving all the staff takes place through observation, discussion and analysis 
of childrens work, curriculum planning and records of achievement. The senior leadership 
team monitors the performance and quality of teaching and learning. 

 
 Observations of teaching are used to inform us about the  effectiveness of teaching in 

relation to the impact on children’s learning and about the progress they are making. 
 

 Discussion & Reflection  with children and as a staff team informs us about what the 
children know and understand.  Through monitoring ITMP over the year we will determine 
whether our teaching is meeting children’s needs and what else we need to implement to 
ensure progress. 

 
 Analysis of children’s work and scrutiny of records of achievement, together with 

observations of teaching and monitoring of the learning environment all contribute towards 
maintaining excellence in terms of provision for teaching and learning.  
 

 Data Reports  evidence the impact of teaching and help us to plan the next steps in 
childrens learning. 

 

Evaluation 
 

Information gathered from monitoring the curriculum will be used to : 
 

 Confirm good practice. 

 Inform change. 
 Celebrate success. 
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Documents for Reference: 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage document (2017) 
Early Years Outcomes (2013) 
 
 


